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ENIAC

Electronic 

Numerical 

Integrator and 

Computer

1st programmable 

machine developed in 

1945
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Turing Test

Machine response 

indistinguishable 

from human
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Kasparov 
Vs
Deep Blue
In	1996	and	1997

4:2	and	2½:3½
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Enablers

Buzzwords that propelled 
accelerated advance

- Cloud Computing
- Big data
- Machine Learning

Data Scientist - the sexiest 
job of 2021 century

https://hbr.org/2012/10/data-scientist-the-sexiest-job-of-the-21st-century

https://hbr.org/2012/10/data-scientist-the-sexiest-job-of-the-21st-century
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Mass-education

First Data Science MOOC 
(“Massive open online 
course”)

Enrolled 1.76 million 
students in inaugural class

https://simplystatistics.org/posts/2015-
02-05-johns-hopkins-data-science-
specialization-top-performers/
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ML applications
• Image classification (reCAPTCHA)
• Spam filtering
• Recommendation systems (Amazon)
• Computer vision (self-driving cars)
• Voice recognition (Siri, Alexa)
• Healthcare
• Fraud detection (finance)
• Marketing campaign optimizations
• Forecasting
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Where we are today

See this video at https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation

VIDEO

https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation/
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Risks

- Privacy

- Data being transferred to servers outside of Canada

- Accuracy of AI output

- Ethical concerns

- Controversies
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Unstoppable Progress

Luddites – English textile 
workers destroying 
machines in 19th century
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Does your organization have a policy for using AI at work?
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Solutions

ChatGPT alternatives (there are many!!)

Self-hosted open-source AI models
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ChatGPT Alternatives

• Well-known tech companies

• Microsoft

• Google

• Meta (Facebook)

• Apple

• …
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French Connection

Less well-known French tech companies

• Mistral

• Claude-2
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Assessing accuracy

Benchmarking  using standardized tests for

- Language understanding

- General knowledge & common sense

- Reasoning skills

- Coding
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It’s not what you have, it’s what you do with it
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Fine-tuning the LLM models

• Define the AI assistant role (for example economic data analyst)

• Provide the context of the analysis (for example population change)

• Provide clear description of the expected outcomes from the AI

• Rinse and repeat as needed
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CityViz AI Assistant for Economic Development

See this video at https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation

VIDEO

https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation/
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What are your time-consuming tasks when preparing reports and 
presentations?

RESEARCH

• Researching information
• Research
• research research research
• Data
• Compiling data
• Fact checking
• Getting the technical details completed 

and understanding the audience to 
present

• Gathering and confirming stats
• maintaining data and outcomes.
• Content preparation

FORMATTING

• Formatting. Need to better use AI!
• Visuals and graphics
• Engaging PowerPoint slides
• organization of the material
• Formatting
• Proof reading
• Putting it together
• Compilation
• Creating the PowerPoint and speaking notes
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AI-powered PDF and PowerPoint presentations

See this video at https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation

VIDEO

https://cityviz.ca/seda-provincial-summit-2024-presentation/
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PowerPoint with a few clicks
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Local and Regional Economic profile
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AI-powered Key Insights
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Other AI applications for Economic 
Development

Content generation
- Images
- Text
- Video & audio

Chat with PDF
- Get instant summaries from any PDF file (strategic plans, OCP, 

bylaws,…)
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Comprehensive 
data portal

Marketing widgets

Productivity tools
• Build custom PDF 

reports and PowerPoint 

presentations

• Lead generation

• Admin reports

Dimensions of CityViz
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SEDA 2024 Special: CityViz data platform FREE trial
Book a demo till the end of June 2024 and get

one-month free CityViz full suite of tools 

for your community.
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Contact:

Sasha Bogdanovic
sasha@cityviz.ca
(250) 317-5636

www.cityviz.ca

In a good company

mailto:sasha@cityviz.ca

